well as from prestigious centers in the United States (Johns Hopkins Hospital, Massachusetts General Hospital, Mayo Clinic) and Japan (Kyoto University, Nagoya Central Hospital) in order to provide answers relating to select topics of high clinical interest.
In the first manuscript from the Mayo Clinic, Ahmed et al. [1] analyzed the effect of the definition of fluid collection in the management of acute pancreatitis, proposed by the Atlanta classification 2013. Angiolini et al. [2] from the IRCCS Istituto Clinico Humanitas of Milano described the role of C-reactive protein to predict the occurrence of surgical site infection (SSI) following pancreaticoduodenectomy. Despite SSI usually being a low grade complication, it has been associated with an increased length of stay and readmission rate following pancreatic surgery.
Four papers, 2 original papers and 2 reviews are focused on outcomes after the minimally invasive pancreatic surgery (MIS). Alsfasser et al. [3] from Rostock, Germany, presented a review on usefulness and limitations of minimally invasive approach while Nappo et al. [4] questioned whether MIS is really the future, particularly in the oncological surgical field. Fernández-Cruz et al. [5] analyzed the MIS for large distal pancreatic masses and Napoli et al. [6] described the learning curve for the robotics-assisted pancreaticoduodenectomy.
The original idea to publish a monographic issue on the pancreatic surgery came from Prof. Nikolaos Lygidakis, the former Secretary General of International Association of Surgeons, Gastroenterologists and Oncologist (IASGO). After his sudden passing in February 2015, Prof. Kyoichi Takaori succeeded the position of Secretary General and engaged in all activities of IASGO including the editorship of official journals. In order to keep up the legacy of Prof. Lygidakis, Prof. Takaori suggested that I collect manuscripts for a monographic issue entitled 'Pancreatic surgery: Past, Present and Future'. With tremendous efforts from the executive members, that is, IASGO President Prof. Masatoshi Makuuchi, Secretary Generals Prof. Takaori and Prof. Dan Duda, IASGO Editor-in-Chief Prof. Guido Torzilli and others, 'Digestive Surgery' became the official journal of IASGO and we sought to publish this monographic issue. Accordingly, we invited several colleagues and friends from the association who had high expertise in pancreatic surgery to collaborate on this project. For the purpose of presenting an exhaustive picture of the current topics in pancreatic surgery, we sought to include expert opinions of colleagues throughout the world. After a collegial discussion for this issue, we reviewed and included 3 original works, 2 How I Do It articles and 8 reviews from Europe (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Hungary, Sweden, Switzerland) as An additional 2 How I Do It papers presented a detailed description of surgical technique variation (or approaches). While the artery-first approaches to a pancreaticoduodenectomy have been recently highlighted in Europe, the original concept of approaching the mesenteric vessels was first described by Nakao [7] . Furthermore, in the quest of more oncologic resection, Takaori et al. [8] extended the artery-first approaches to a distal pancreatectomy. These surgical techniques were precisely described with intraoperative pictures in this issue. In order to decrease the occurrence of pancreatic leak, Kollár et al. [9] extensively analyzed several possible management of the pancreatic stump following a distal pancreatectomy.
Two different reviews discussed the role of total pancreatectomy questioning the true indication in the general setting today (Andrén-Sandberg et al. [10] ) and specifically as treatment of IPMN (Griffin et al. [11] ).
This monographic issue was concluded by 2 papers regarding the management of locally advanced pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC). Loehrer and Ferrone [12] from the MGH group reviewed all the different treatments while Linecker et al. [13] focused on the ablation strategies for the locally advanced PDAC.
I thank all the authors who have collaborated on this project and for sharing their experience on pancreatic surgery.
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